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Recycling Starts at Home

Did you know that the Albion Recycling Center is unique in the State of Michigan? We are pioneering a new method of recycling and need your help. When recyclables are brought to the center, they need to be sorted before we can send them off to our vendor. By bringing items presorted to the recycling center, it allows the recycling center to operate more efficiently and reduces the amount of time spent waiting at the center.

In order to better serve you, please transport recyclables so they are easy to unload. Notify staff if different items are combined into the same container. All recyclables need to be empty and rinsed out. No containers with food residue can be recycled. Please do not include these items in the recycling because they are garbage. Finally, please keep the boxes/bags of recyclables to 20 pounds or less.

The support of the community is needed to make the new recycling system run smoothly. The more you can help us, the more the Solid Waste Program can help the community and the environment at large. How can you help? By rinsing and sorting recyclables, placing recyclables into containers that weigh 20 pounds or less, and loading recyclables so they are easy to reach in the vehicle, efficiency is greatly improved.
Please sort recycling into the following categories:

· Newspaper – acceptable to leave glossy ad paper inside newspapers

· Magazines and Catalogs

· Office paper and mail - please remove spirals, binders, plastic cards, and stick on labels

· Cardboard - includes brown paper bags from the grocery store. Boxes must be flattened. No boxes or bags with food waste or grease. No waxed boxes or bags. 

· Tin Cans

· Aluminum - examples: foil, pie pans, cat food

· #1 PET Clear Plastic Bottles (anything that has a cylinder shape and uses a lid) - examples: soda, water, flavored beverages, peanut containers

· #2 HDPE Plastic Bottles – Natural - examples: milk, cider, and water jugs

· #2 HDPE Plastic Bottles – Colored - examples: detergent, bleach, fabric softener

· Mixed Plastic - #1 PET non-bottles, #3 PVC, #5 PP, #6 PS, #7 mixed plastic containers (all food, beauty, and household cleaner containers that are not a clear bottle, clear jug, or colored jug)

· Lithium Batteries - (look for Li or lithium on the battery) – examples: flat and circular batteries, low temperature batteries, phone batteries

· Alkaline and other non-lithium

· Vinyl Siding

· Styrofoam #6 – expanded polystyrene. No peanuts or construction foam

Interested in volunteering, you need to be at least 18 years old and sign a waiver from Calhoun County and the City of Albion. The application and waiver is available on http://calhouncountyrecycling.com/, at the Environmental Health Department, the Albion City Hall, and the Albion Recycling Center during hours of operation. 
Please contact the Calhoun County Public Health Department at (269) 969-6341 for additional information or visit the website at www.calhouncountyrecycling.com. Like us on Facebook: Calhoun County Recycling.
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