Planning Commission
October 18, 2016


I. Call To Order

The October 18, 2016 Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Strander and a quorum declared.

II. Roll Call of the Commission

Present:  W Dick, J Domingo, S. Kipp, T Pitt, G Strand, G Strander.

Absent: G Brown, S Brown

Staff Present:  S Mitchell, City Manager, J Domingo, City Clerk and J Tracy, Director Building, Planning & Code Enforcement


III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes

A. August 16, 2016
B. September 20, 2016
	
Pitt moved, Dick supported, CARRIED, to approve the August 16, 2016 and September 20, 2016 Planning Commission minutes as presented.  (Voice Vote)

IV. Correspondence – None

V.        Update on Comprehensive Plan Process

	Rosalyn Jones gave the following update on the Comprehensive Plan:

· The Town Hall meetings have been held to gain citizens input and have been positive and very well received
· The final draft of Phase I should be completed by October 31, 2016 and will be sent to the Planning Commission with the markup of changes made.
· On September 28, 2016, a joint meeting with the Council, DDA and the public was held to discussion downtown parking.  An analysis of parking was done in 2006 which stated the City has a total of 1400 on and off street parking spaces available.  315 of those spaces are behind the Bohm Theatre on the block of the 
 Farmers Market.
· Some of the issues that arose during the parking discussion is as follows:
	A. Parking for the disabled and elderly
B. Move the truck traffic off of Superior Street?  This could cause issues with street funding for the City.
C. Parking time limits for on and off street parking.  (Most lots are marked as 2 hour parking)
D. Improving rear entrances to buildings
E. Way finding signage
· It will not be necessary for the City to adopt a form based code.
· When Phase I is complete, the zoning issues really need to be reviewed.
· Tactical Issues
· High Priority-Improve and enhance lighting in parking lot behind the Bohm Theatre.
· Low Priority-Consolidate zoning classifications

Comments were received from Commissioners T Pitt, G Strander and S Kipp.
	
VI.       Discussion of Zoning Issues

John Tracy, Director Building, Planning & Code Enforcement updated the Planning Commission on possible considerations and changes to zoning.  They are as follows:

1. Home-Based Businesses: In order to encourage economic development and the growth of home-based businesses, what types of zoning ordinance changes are the City and Planning Commission willing to consider regarding parking, hours of operations, and noise levels within residentially zoned areas?

2. Addressing or Alleviating Hardship: What are the City and Planning Commission's vision for the residential area bordering Austin Avenue, which has been rezoned M-1? Is the vision for manufacturing or commercial and residential development? If commercial and residential development, then a B-4 designation would allow commercial and residential development.

3. Stimulating Economic Development via Pop-Up Stores: Should the City encourage aspiring entrepreneurs to test their business concepts by supporting the creation of pop-up stores? If so, are there ordinances and zoning code provisions that are barriers to this type of economic development activity?

4. Eaton Street Corridor and Surrounding Area: In certain instances, current land use along the Eaton Street corridor is inconsistent with existing zoning classifications and needs to be updated. In addition,  
much of the land in the surrounding area is privately owned, staff will contact current owners to determine their future plans.

5. "Missing Middle Housing": Beyond infill development in targeted areas, are there other areas within the city that have the capacity to accommodate "missing middle" housing types? Examples: Dalrymple School; areas south of Irwin, south of Haven, east of Finley, etc. Most are currently zoned R-1A.

6. Equestrian Center: It may be necessary to make zoning ordinance changes, in order to accommodate the current and future needs of the Equestrian Center.

7. PA 425 Agreement: It is time to reevaluate zoning in the industrial park and planned use for the 425 property. The new EDC director should be involved in this discussion.

The zoning changes will be part of the action plan for the Comprehensive Plan.  It will take one (1) to two (2) years to update the standards of the zoning.  The City may also receive help from the RRC with updating the zoning.

Comments were received from Commissioners G Strander, G Strand, Rosalyn Jones and City Manager Mitchell.

VII.      Order of Business

	A. Excuse Absent Commissioners

[bookmark: _GoBack]No motion was made to excuse absent Commissioners.  Commissioner G Brown and S Brown were unexcused for the October 18, 2016 Planning Commission meeting.

VIII. Citizen Comments 

Comments were received from Rosalyn Jones.

IX. Adjournment

Pitt moved, Kipp supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.


Recorded By:  Jill Domingo, City Clerk
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