Planning Commission
September 20, 2016


I. Call To Order

Due to a lack of quorum, the September 20, 2016 Planning Commission meeting proceeded as a presentation to the Planning Commission.

II. Roll Call of the Commission

T Pitt, G Strander, G Strand, S Kipp

Staff Present:  S Mitchell, City Manager, D Nelson, Special Projects Manager and J Tracy, Director Building, Planning & Code Enforcement

Absent: S Brown, L Zuck, W Dick, J Domingo and G Brown.

III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes

	Due to a lack of quorum, minutes were not able to be approved.  

IV. Correspondence – None

V.        Presentation-Historic Districts, Amanda Reintjes

Amanda Reintjes updated the Planning Commission on Historic Districts with the following:
· The Michigan Historic Preservation Network is separate from the State Historical Preservation Office.
· The MHPN is a nonprofit entity.

Steps for membership to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network:
1. Resolution to setup study committee.  This can be either volunteer or consultant.
2. Appoint Study Committee
3. Mapping boundaries and properties.  You can use the existing National Registered district.
4. Public Hearing
5. One (1) year to make edits and submit.  This will need a lot of public education.
6. Adopt ordinance and appoint Historic Preservation District Commission.
7. People will go to the Historic Preservation District Commission for approval of any exterior projects.

Comments were received from G Strander who stated we aren’t able to act now but would like to put together a study committee.
	
VI.       Update on Comprehensive Plan Input

	1. Monday, November 28, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.-Public Hearing and Adoption of
	    Resolution by Planning Commission to recommend to City Council

Rosalyn Jones updated the Planning Commission on the Comprehensive Plan with the following:
1. Downtown stabilization and historic character goal-change to two (2) years.  Recruit people who are action orientated and qualified.
2. August 24th, 2016 Village Manager of Paw Paw presented on recruiting businesses.  
· Need to find similar towns to Albion as an example.  
· Paw Paw looked at analysis of how far people have to drive and what types of businesses would people want and what those businesses need.
3. September 28th, 2016 Parking Discussion @ Cascarelli’s at 6:30 p.m.
· This is a tough discussion
· May have to price parking
· Make people feel safe parking behind the Bohm at night
· PSCP grant would be a good candidate to make the parking behind the Bohn at night safer and make the alleyways more welcoming and safe.
· Develop well-lit back lots (Holland is a good example of this)
4. Town Hall Meeting #1
· Well received
· Ask community about prioritization
· Should include a downtown goal pertaining to economic vitality
· The next Town Hall meetings are September 29th, October 13th and October 27th.

Board Member Strand asked if we should be looking at the costs of consultants and the types of assistance we will need and also should we also compare other communities that did and did not use consultants.

Ms. Jones stated she is beginning to work on this issue and tracking where we may need technical assistance.

Additional comments were received from Board Member Pitt, Amanda Reintjes and Building, Planning & Code Enforcement Director Tracy.
	

VII.      Update on Redevelopment Ready Community

City Manager Mitchell stated we received a report of findings from MEDC and the Albion City Council approved the resolution to move forward with recommendations.	

VIII.	Excuse Absent Commissioners

	Due to a lack of quorum, absent commissioners were not able to be approved.

IX. Citizen Comments 

Comments were received from Board Member Strand and George Hartwell, who is a retired Mayor of Grand Rapids and expressed willingness to host a group from Albion and gather a group from Grand Rapids mayors, planners and developers to answer questions and discuss ideas in Albion.

X. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment

No adjournment necessary due to a lack of a quorum.


Recorded By:  Danielle Nelson, Special Projects Manager
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