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What’s In My Water?
What’s in my water is a common question heard at the Calhoun County Public Health Department. Drinking water may come from either a municipal system or private well but in both cases the source is typically ground water. In most cases the water Calhoun County residents consume is high quality and safe to drink. In some cases, drinking water can become contaminated or pick up an off taste or smell. This can happen in a variety of ways. 
There are many naturally occurring chemicals and minerals that can get into our drinking water. Sometimes contamination can even occur from plumbing cross connections with our homes. In addition, chemicals such as fertilizers and pesticides that are applied to the land can eventually find their way into the ground water. Septic systems, manufacturing processes, and pollution can also cause problems.
Knowing what is in drinking water is a good idea. Water can be checked every few years but certainly when changes to the ground water may have occurred. If you have a water well these can include:

· Flood events

· Loss of power for a long period of time

· Replacing or repairing any part of your well system

· Change in water quality such as taste, color or odor

KAR Lab of Kalamazoo who provides much of the water sample analysis to the Calhoun County Public Health Department has a variety of test kits available. More information about these test kits which look for 65 to 365 different chemicals, bacteria, and minerals can be found at www.karlabs.com.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the Calhoun County Environmental Health Department at 269-969-6341.
