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MICHIGAN REDEVELOPMENT READY
COMMUNITIES PROGRAM

The Redevelopment Ready Communities® (RRC)
Program is a state-wide certification program that
supports communities to become development ready
and competitive in today’s economy. It encourages
communities to adopt innovative redevelopment strategies
and efficient processes which build confidence among
businesses and developers. Through the RRC program,
local municipalities receive assistance in establishing

a solid foundation for development to occur in their
communities — making them more attractive for
investments that create places where people want to live,
work and play.

Once engaged in the program, communities commit to
improving their redevelopment readiness by undergoing
a rigorous assessment, and then work to achieve a set
of criteria laid out in the RRC Best Practices. Each
best practice addresses key elements of community
and economic development, setting the standard for
evaluation and the requirements to attain certification.
The program measures and then certifies communities
that actively tap the vision of local residents and business
owners to shape a plan for their future while also having
the fundamental practices in place to be able to achieve
that vision. The six RRC best practices include:

+ Community Plans and Public Outreach

» Zoning Regulations

« Development Review Process

« Recruitment and Education

« Redevelopment Ready Sites®

+ Community Prosperity

Through the RRC best practices, communities build
deliberate, fair and consistent development processes
from the inside out. RRC provides the framework

and benchmarks for communities to strategically and
tactically ask “What can we do differently?” By shifting
the way municipalities approach development, they're
reinventing the way they do business — making them more
attractive for investments that create places where talent
wants to live, work and visit.

The RRC program also has an advisory council consisting
of public and private sector experts to assist in guiding
the development of the best practices, provide feedback
and recommendations on community assessments, and
consider new opportunities to enhance the program. In
addition to Michigan Economic Development Corporation
(MEDC) assistance, communities receive comments from
multiple perspectives from experts working in the field,
tapping into a broader pool of talent.

RRC certification formally recognizes communities

for being proactive and business friendly. Certified
communities clearly signal they have effective
development practices such as well-defined development
procedures, a community-supported vision, an open
and predictable review process and compelling sites for
developers to locate their latest projects. Through the
program, MEDC provides evaluation support, expertise
and consultation, training opportunities, and assist
certified communities market their top redevelopment
sites. These packaged sites are primed for new investment
because they are located within a community that

has effective policies, efficient processes and broad
community support.

For more information email RRC@michigan.org or
contact the MEDC at 517.373.9808.
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CITY OF ALBION PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 17,2015
CounciL. CHAMBERS
7:00P.M.

D (oéfj/(/

AGENDA

|. Call to Order (Reminder: turn off cell phones)

Il. Roll Call of the Commission

Ill. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes — February 28, 2015

V. Correspondence

V. Order of Business

A. Resolution in Support of Michigan DNR Trust Fund Grant Application — Albion

River Trail

B. Resolution in Support of Michigan DNR Passport Grant Application — Holland

Park

C. Consideration of Redevelopment Ready Community Certification Process
D. Excuse Absent Commissioners

VI

more than 5 minutes. Proper decorum is required.)

VII. Adjournment

Citizen Comments (Persons addressing the Planning Commission shall limit their comments to no

6)
7)
8)
9)

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS

The Planning Commission Chair opens the hearing
Chair summarized the process
Staff presents report on applicant's request
Chair reads any correspondence into the record
Public speaking portion of hearing
* Individuals in support
* Opposition speakers
* Questions & rebuttal (directed through the Chair)
« Public speaking portion of hearing closed
Finding of facts
Board begins deliberations
Motion is made
Roll call vote taken
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Planning Commission
February 18, 2015

Call To Order
The February 18, 2015 Planning Commission meeting was called to order by
Chairman Strander at 7:01 p.m. and a quorum declared. New member Gregg
Strand was introduced. It was noted that he comes to the commission with grant
writing skills.
Roll Call of the Commission
W Dick, J Noble, T Pitt, G Brown, S Brown, J Tracy, G Strand, G Strander
Absent: J Domingo

Staff Present: S Mitchell, City Manager; S MacGeorge, Recording Secretary; D
Nelson, Intern

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes

Pitt moved, Tracy supported, CARRIED, to approve the January 21, 2015
minutes as drafted.

Correspondence — None

Order of Business

A. Election of Officers
1. Chair

Pitt moved, Tracy supported, CARRIED unanimously to nominate and
elect Strander as Chair.

2. Vice-Chair

S Brown moved, Noble supported, CARRIED unanimously to nominate
and elect Pitt as Vice-Chair.

B. Review of 2014 Annual Report to City Council
The City Manager drafted a document for the commissioner’s review and

approval. It was noted that the report gave an overview of the Planning
Commission’s purpose, where they are now and where the Commission is
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headed in the upcoming year. This Annual Report will be an agenda item at
the March 16 meeting.

It was suggested that the report should also include a mention of site plan
reviews and special use permits.

Comments were received from Strander and Pitt. The Planning Commission
extended its thanks to Mitchell for drafting the document.

C. Master Plan

The Notification of Intent to Plan was discussed, along with when it should be
posted. The Commissioners directed the City Manager to get the notice out
at the appropriate time.

D Nelson, Intern, reported on the census updates that she has been working
on for the Master Plan. Her data is from 2013.

It was suggested that the Food Hub information be included in the Master
Plan also. It was also suggested that the Commission get input from the
EDC, especially with regard to the development that will be taking place
downtown.

The subcommittee will review the Master Plan information and make

recommendations to the group. The subcommittee will get together

electronically in the next couple of weeks. Mitchell and MacGeorge will be

copied on the emails.

G Strand was added as a member of the Master Plan subcommittee.

D. Miscellaneous

1. Redevelopment Ready Community
The Planning Commission was invited to the March 16, 2015 Council
meeting for a presentation on Redevelopment Ready Community to be
given by Jennifer Rigterink, Manager of the Redevelopment Ready

Communities of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

E. Discussion of Acceptable Methods to Report Upcoming Commissioner
Absence

It was the consensus of the commission that absences be reported to either
Mitchell, MacGeorge or the Chair of the commission (Strander).

F. Excuse Absent Commissioners
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S Brown moved, G Brown supported, CARRIED, to excuse absent
Commissioner Domingo.

VI.  Citizen Comments — None

Noble informed the Commission his last meeting would be in May 2015. He is
moving out of state.

VII.  Adjournment

G Brown moved, S Brown supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m.

Recorded By: Sandee MacGeorge, Recording Secretary
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Albion Planning Commission

Resolution Supporting Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant
Application For The Albion River Trail Expansion

WHEREAS, the City of Albion’ Planning Commission supports the submission of an application to
the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for the development and expansion of the Albion
River Trail located in the City of Albion, Michigan, and

WHEREAS, Albion is becoming recognized for being the "hub" of three major recreational trail
systems, the Iron-Belle (previously known as the Governor's Showcase Trail), the Great Lake-to-
Lake Trail, and the North Country Trail; and

WHEREAS, the designated trail would pass through downtown, along the existing river trail, and

proceed to and through Albion College's campus and then south through the Equestrian Center,
with a possible branch off to the Whitehouse nature center; and

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks
and Recreation Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Albion Planning Commission finds that the expansion of the Albion River Trail and
connection to regional and national trail networks is consistent with the recreation and land use
goals and objectives identified in the adopted Comprehensive Plan.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The Albion Planning Commission hereby supports the
development and expansion of the Albion River Trail and the City of Albion’s application for a
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant.

Motion by Member supported by Council Member to
approve the foregoing resolution.

| hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted on 2015 in a regular
session of the Albion Planning Commission and this is a true copy of that resolution.

Ayes
Nays.

Absent

Sandee MacGeorge, Recording Secretary
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Albion Planning Commission

Resolution Supporting Michigan Natural Resources
Recreation Passport Grant Application for Bike Racks

WHEREAS, the City of Albion’ Planning Commission supports the submission of an application to
the Michigan Natural Resources’ Recreation Passport Grant for the acquisition and placement of
bike racks in the City of Albion, Michigan, and

WHEREAS, Albion is adopting a “bike-friendly” culture and was recently designated as a host
community by the Michigan Department of Transportation (M-DOT) Training Wheels Program
that will bring in national experts to advise on the planning and design for a bikable community;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed application is consistent with the Community’s 5-Year Approved Parks
and Recreation Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Albion Planning Commission finds that by providing the amenity of bike racks in
parks, at trail heads, and around downtown will enhance the vitality of the community, increase

activity for existing businesses, expand recreational opportunities and connections to bike
routes, and improve the safety and enjoyment of bicyclists and pedestrians.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The Albion Planning Commission hereby supports the
addition of bike racks throughout the City of Albion’s and their application for a Michigan Natural

Resources Recreation Passport Grant.

Motion by Member supported by Council Member to
approve the foregoing resolution.

| hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted on 2015 in a regular
session of the Albion Planning Commission and this is a true copy of that resolution.

Ayes,
Nays

Absent

Sandee MacGeorge, Recording Secretary




