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McClure:
« Park s long and narrow and has a lot of potential
e Several trees in the river
« Adding a canoe launch would tie in with the River Trail
o Grills are rusted and need to be replaced

Mcintosh:
« Alot of green space
« Was previously used for soccer; goal posts are rusted
+ Has agravel walkway
Check with HUD and find out about helping to fund this park. Park is close to
Housing and HUD will fund parks for residents that live in Housing
New cement would be needed for basketball courts
Light poles need to be painted
Swings are in good shape
Use to be the City dump

Molder:
« Nicely maintained
e Two small benches

Rieger:
* Nice area
« Needs some updates
«  Swimming area not used — vegetation needs to be cleared out; needs sand
e Many residents would rather swim in the river
« Park does have bathrooms in cabin
e Shuffleboard area is used in July and August
River Trail:

«  Has been nicely maintained

«  Additional grant funding needed to expand and extend to connect to local parks
and other trails

Stoffer Plaza:

« Concrete and covered pavilion
« Needs painting
« Water feature not operable; needs to be fixed or removed

Victory Park:
* Most used park in the City
Used to have baseball diamonds by the river
Pavilions are rented out
Had plans to use large pavilion as an ice skating rink
Only one end of the large pavilion gets used
The small pavilion gets a lot of use
Trees need to be trimmed around the bottom
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The city does the upkeep on the playground equipment

Swing sets need replacing

Backdrops on the tennis courts were painted a few years ago

Disc golf is used a lot and is considered one of the best courses in the Midwest
Not enough dedicated parking

Tennis courts need to be cleaned and resurfaced

« Sledding hill gets used year round

« Has a band shell that is used for concerts

Washington:
« A possible location for canoe/kayak landing

s Parking issues with on street only parking

« If a canoelkayak landing were added-it would create additional traffic in
neighborhood and would also change the green space/landscaping of the park

« Nice space with potential

« Needs bike racks

Misc.

Dog Park/Division Street:

« Space was previously used for youth football practice
« Would need to add dispenser with bags for clean-up
« Could use benches, hand washing, and dog exercise equipment

Collaboration Corner:

« This is the newest park in the City and is a collaboration of Albion College and
The City of Albion

« Needs benches

« The signage is nice and it would be nice to use this type of signage for all the
parks

Space behind Davan’s:

« Unsure of this is actually considered a park

« It has two benches and is not used too much

e The city maintains this property

« Would like to see flowers added to the area

« Makes a nice visual from the train

« Great location for an attractive “Welcome to Albion” sign

Across from Riverside Cemetery:

e Has a grill but no benches

An email will be sent to all committee members to determine the next meeting date.
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City Manager Mitchell asked committee members to complete the 2015 Albion Parks Tour
and Feedback form and return to her, if they have any additional comments.

Meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

Recorded by Jill A. Domingo
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CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR
PARKS & RECREATION
REGULAR MEEETING
WEDNESDAY, JuLy 29, 2015
MAYOR’'S CONFERENCE ROOM
112 W. CASS STREET, ALBION, MI 49224
2:00 P.m.

VI

VI

VIIL

AGENDA

Call To Order (Reminder: turn off cell phones)
Roll Call
Approval of Previous Committee Minutes

A July 7, 2015
B. July 14, 2015 (Parks Tour)

Review of Parks Tour
Planning for Public Input
Citizens Comments
Schedule Next Meeting
Excuse Absent Members

Adjournment
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City Of Albion
Citizens Advisory Committee
For Parks & Recreation
Minutes — July 7, 2015

CALL TO ORDER

City Manager Mitchell called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
[X [ Cristobal Solis | T | Elizabeth Schultheiss =
X | Tamara Crupi -
| X | Alena Farooq |
Joanne Konkle .

>

Greg Polnasek
| Lenn Reid |

Administration: Sheryl L. Mitchell, City Manager, Jill Domingo, City Clerk and Larry
Williams, Recreation Coordinator.

Public: None
Election of Committee Chairperson
The consensus of the committee is for Cristobal Solis to be the Committee Chairperson.
Election of Committee Vice Chairperson

The consensus of the committee is for Tamara Crupi to be the Committee Vice
Chairperson.

Role & Timeline of Recreation Citizens Advisory Committee

City Manager Mitchell asked the committee to make a brief introductions and why they
chose to be on the committee. The members of the committee are as follows:
« Alena Faroog-An Albion college student who has been working on the recreation
plan for most of the summer.
o Greg Polnasek-Coach at Albion College and has previously worked with Larry
Williams.
« Cristobal Solis-Retired from Forks Senior Center and was asked to sit on the
committee
« Tamara Crupi-Former Director of Nature Center and enjoys volunteering and
working in the parks.
« Elizabeth Schultheiss-Director of Albion Community Foundation and worked on a
previous version of the recreation master plan
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City Manager Mitchell asked for members of the committee to verify email address and
contact information. She stated she would like the committee meet more than once a
month due to the time constraints required for the plan to be completed

The master plan is required by the DNR and also required to apply for grants. She would
like to have the plan completed by the end of October so it can go first to the Planning
Commission for approval and then to City Council for final approval. The current
recreation master plan can be used as a working document to create the new plan. The
entire plan needs to be updated and we will need everyone’s help on the committee in
order to complete.

Current Recreation Master Plan

Elizabeth stated the demographics of the plan need to be updated and felt this would be
something that could be done fairly quickly. She is very comfortable with this part of the
plan and may have several documents that will be useful for this portion of the plan.

Alena stated she has done several interviews and surveys (both in person and online)
with people who live in Albion to obtain community feedback about the recreation
program. She has approximately 80 surveys. The main focus of responses is that
residents would like to see more programs for kids and adults. She will be at the Bohm
this Friday after the movie releases to do additional surveys.

The following items were discussed for updating the plan:
« Social media (Facebook & Twitter) are a definite means of communicating in
Albion. Community members need to be mentored on the plan.
Community members need to be mentored on the plan
A common definition of recreation and what it encompasses
Update census data
Do an environmental inventory
Partnership listing needs to be updated
Should it include Parks & Recreation Community Wellness
If we document the needs and priority, we are able to go for funding
Add a section to feature recreation amenities in the community
A strategic means of obtaining information from other entities
Utilize town hall meetings as a means of obtaining information on what the
community is interested in and what they would like to see for long term
maintenance
« Identify priorities and overall goals

Next Action Steps
« Data Collection

Elizabeth will contact the schools to obtain information on to update the
guidelines for the development of community, park, recreation, open space and
greenway plans

Alena will continue with surveys
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The committee will be taking a tour of the parks.
e Community Engagement
Greg will check with the Albion Fellows to see if they may be able to help with
surveys. It was also mentioned to contact the Mayor's Youth Coalition and the
Junior Optimist Group help with surveys as well.
VIil. Citizens Comments

None

IX. Schedule Next Meeting

The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. Committee will meet at
City Hall and will take a tour of all the Parks in Albion.

X.  Adjournment
Meeting adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m

Recorded by Jill A. Domingo
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City Of Albion
Citizens Advisory Committee
For Parks & Recreation
Minutes — July 14, 2015

CALL TO ORDER
The Committee met at City Hall at 1:00 p.m. and proceeded on tour of the parks in the
City.

Il. ROLL CALL

[ | Cristobal Solis [T T [T Elizabeth Schultheiss
Tamara Crupi
Alena Faroog
X | Joanne Konkle
X | Greg Polnasek
X | Lenn Reid

Administration: Sheryl L. Mitchell, City Manager, Jill Domingo, City Clerk and Larry
Williams, Recreation Coordinator.

The committee toured the Albion City parks and had the following observations and
comments:

Barnes Park:
Park has tables but no grills
River was dredged several years ago
Park does have a canoe launch but the dock needs to be replaced
Park receives most use on the 4" of July
May get additional use if they had playground equipment
« Beautiful area
.
Bournelis Park:
e Beautiful area
« Passive enjoyment; not active recreation

Crowell Park:
« Nice green space

* Small walking path
* Needs flowers around the trees
« Playground equipment would draw kids
« Needs benches
Gold Star:

« Entry point into the City

«  WW I & Korean Veteran Park

* Has alighted flag pole

* Would be nice to have benches and a sidewalk to the park
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Harris Park:

End of the Albion River Trail
Park is used for both baseball and softball

« Baseball tournaments are held here
« The exterior of concession stand and bathrooms have been painted
« Several of the projects were completed by Knox Presbyterian volunteers
e Fence could be secured
« Bathrooms and concession area could be updated
Holland Park
« New playground equipment looks nice
« They would like to replace bbq grills
« Pavilion deck will be power washed and painted
« Restrooms will be expanded to be ADA compliant
« The inside of the restrooms will be painted once the new equipment is installed
s The trees need to be trimmed
« The Albion Fellows will replace the wood on the sitting benches with recycled
plastic and the metal will be repainted
« The senior area will have fitness equipment and a senior reading box
« Tables will be added or playing cards/games
« Area near the river needs to be cleaned up
« Need a new Holland Park sign
« Two fire hydrants have been painted and the other two are slated to be painted
« They would like to add a canoe launch on the left hand side of the river
« Pavilion electrical box has been reattached
Ketchum:
« Park was previously used for adult men’s softball
« Bathroom was painted a few summers ago
s They have some playground equipment
« They are able to have night games as they have lighting
« Volleyball court overgrown
« Dugouts are clean/no graffiti
« Score board needs bulbs
« Several break-ins recently
Lloyd:
« Nice area with picnic table
« Deck & railings have been re-done in the past 5 years
McAuliffe:
« Adults use park to play basketball
¢ Social gathering for retired citizens
« Restrooms are in good shape
« Youth 14 and under baseball team uses park
* Has one table and grill
« There are no benches or bleachers
« Sign needs to be painted
« Malleable Iron had a semi-professional baseball team that used this field
« Baseball diamond area needs work
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