[bookmark: _GoBack]Zoning Board of Appeals
July 14, 2015

I. Call To Order

The July 14, 2015 ZBA meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m. by Chairperson Zblewski and a quorum declared.

II. Roll Call of the Board

D Ruff, M Tymkew, R Rice, B Branche, J Tazzi, H Zblewski

Staff Present:  S Mitchell, City Manager; J Tracy, Planning & Zoning Director; S MacGeorge, Recording Secretary

III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes

Tymkew moved, Rice supported, CARRIED, to approve the June 9, 2015 minutes as drafted.

IV. Correspondence – None

V. Order of Business

A. Discussion of Sign Ordinance

Committee members were provided with the sign ordinance currently in effect.  Planning & Zoning Director Tracy gave an overview of the sign ordinance.  According to the City’s sign ordinance and MDOT requirements, no sign shall be within 500 feet of an entrance or exit of a State highway (I-94).  It appears that the Cooper Tire sign is an off premise sign within the MDOT highway easement and is not consistent with the zoning ordinance.

B. Recommendation for “Welcome To Albion” Sign

Tracy gave a brief background to the “Welcome To Albion/Cooper Tire” sign.  He noted that at one point there had been a court order requiring the sign to be removed, but for some unknown reason it was not taken down.

Andrew French, Albion College, is working with the Build Albion Fellows and would like to update the “Welcome To Albion” sign.  

The committee members discussed various options to address the non-conforming sign.  City Manager Mitchell has spoken to the City Attorney and he suggested the ZBA could 1) change the ordinance for off premise signs, or 2) allow for a variance.  It appeared to the committee that they would not be able to make any suggestions or decisions until they knew what the legalities were for the sign.

It was the consensus of the committee that A French and J Tracy meet with MDOT to discuss the Welcome To Albion/Cooper Tire sign since it is within the MDOT highway easement.  If French and Tracy receive MDOT approval to allow the sign to remain in its current location, the ZBA may be willing to approve a variance.

The ZBA will meet in 2 months to further discuss the “Welcome To Albion” sign.

VI. Miscellaneous 

1. The City Manager has received information on Citizen Planner Training which may be beneficial to ZBA members.  MacGeorge will email information to committee members.

VII. Excuse Absent Commissioners – No members absent

VIII. Citizen Comments – None 

IX. Adjournment

Rice moved, Branche supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.


Recorded By: S MacGeorge, Recording Secretary

 
