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I.	CALL TO ORDER
The August 18, 2015 Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson
Strander at 7:00 p.m.
II.	Roll Call of the Commission
		Present: T Pitt, L Washburn, G Strand, J Tracy, J Domingo, G Brown, G Strander
		Also Present: S Mitchell, City Manager; J Domingo, City Clerk
		Absent: W Dick and S Brown
III.	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
Pitt moved, Brown supported, CARRIED, to approve the June 16, 2015 meeting minutes as drafted.
	
IV.      Correspondence- None
V.	   Order of Business

A. Site Plan Review-1015 Irwin Avenue, Albion, MI

An existing church, Caring Community, located at 1015 Irwin Avenue proposes an addition to existing church structure consisting of class room area and sanctuary platform.
· The existing church structure is 8,361 square feet
· The existing parking lot has 75 spaces
· Lighting in existing parking lot

The proposed structure and site:

· Class room area addition 3,263.5 sq. ft. (to be used for Sunday School during regular time of worship)
· Sanctuary platform 764.5 sq. ft.
· Total Addition 4,028 sq. ft.
· Total square footage of proposed addition and existing structure upon completion 12,389 sq. ft.
· Per plans, no proposed changes to water service, sanitary sewer or storm drain
· Total proposed number of seats in sanctuary 225
· Proposed addition will increase existing structure by 48%

Tracy noted the structure was in the R-1A district which allows for churches and meets all requirements.  He also stated the addition was 48% of the existing structure.  Anything 50% and over would require landscaping and screening.

It is the Planning & Building Director’s recommendation that the Planning Commission approve the site plan as presented.

Comments/questions were received by J Domingo, T Pitt, G Strand, J Tracy and Krista McConnell, Jeffrey Parker Architects and Steve Shaffer, Pastor-Caring Community Church.

Pitt moved, Brown supported, CARRIED, unanimously, to approve the site plan as presented and recommended by the Director of Planning & Building.

  B. Update on Redevelopment Ready Community

	A RRC advisory group has come together to complete a draft of the self-assessment which is a critical first step in the progress.  The members of the RRC advisory group are as follows:
Patrick Lopez (Albion EDC); Elizabeth Schultheiss (Albion Community Foundation); Gregg Strand (Albion College); Joe Domingo (Mayor); John Tracy (Director, Planning, Zoning & Code Enforcement); Krista Edwards (Calhoun County Land Bank Authority); Mariah Phelps, Nelly Kent (Albion EDC); Patrick McLean (Albion College); Peggy Sindt (Albion EDC); Sheryl Mitchell (City Manager) and Tom Pitt (Planning Commission).

The time frame is as follows:

Now through End of August-finalize RRC self-evaluations
Sept. 15-Present to Planning Commission/Vote on Recommendation to City Council
Sept. 21-City Council-votes on RRC Resolution
Sept. 30-Deadline to Submit Resolution and Self Evaluations to MEDC

The RRC self-evaluation is comprised of six (6) sections:
· Section 1:	Community Plans & Public Outreach
· Section 2:	Zoning Regulations
· Section 3:	Development and Review Process
· Section 4:	Recruitment & Orientation
· Section 5:	Redevelopment Ready Sites
· Section 6:	Community Prosperity

Chairman Strander asked commission members to complete survey on or before September 15th and return to City Manager Mitchell.


C. Comprehensive Plan Strategy

City Manager Mitchell reported the Citizens Advisory Committee has been meeting and making progress on the Master Plan for Parks & Recreation and the DDA Board will also begin work on their master plan beginning with their
September meeting.

	D. Excuse Absent Commissioners	

T Pitt moved, G Strand supported, CARRIED, to excuse W Dick and S Brown.

VI.     CITIZENS COMMENTS (Persons addressing the Planning Commission shall limit 
          their comments to no more than 5 minutes. Proper decorum is required.)                                  
		
		 Comments were received from Commissioners G Strand, J Domingo and T Pitt.
	
XI.     ADJOURNMENT

T Pitt moved, G Strand supported, CARRIED, to Adjourn the meeting.
(7-0, vv)

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.


Recorded By: Jill Domingo, City Clerk
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