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[bookmark: _GoBack]City of Albion Participates with Calhoun County
on the 
“Get the Lead Out Task Force”  
To Reduce the Impact of Lead Based Paint

Albion, MI – The recent events in Flint, Michigan have raised citizen awareness and concern about the potential impact of elevated blood levels, especially on children. Lead paint is the number one cause of lead poisoning in Michigan.  The older the home, the more likely the home may have painted surfaces on windows, doors and porches that contain some lead paint. Many cities, such as Albion and Battle Creek, have housing units built before 1978 that pose a greater health risk due to possible exposure to lead based paint poisoning.

Lead poison occurs most often when children come into contact with lead in the air, in dust, in lead paint, and lead in the water or soil. Elevated blood lead levels in children are based on a test result of 5 micrograms per deciliter or higher. 

The 2013 Data Report on Childhood Lead Testing and Elevated Levels showed Albion (49224) has 45.8% of housing built Pre-1959.  Albion is reported as having 1,065 children under the age of 6. The number of children tested were 187 (17.6%). Findings indicated that children with elevated blood lead levels were: 

· 14 children (7.5%) greater than or equal to 5 micrograms per deciliter
· 2 children  (1.1%) greater than or equal to 10 micrograms per deciliter

According to Federal and State requirements, all children insured by Medicaid should be tested at 1 & 2 years of age. Children who were not tested between 1 & 2, must be tested at least once between 3 & 6 years of age. Part of the focus of the Lead Task Force will be to get as many children as possible tested and to connect families with children with information and resources.
Albion’s Water

Albion is fortunate in that our water levels are safe. The City of Albion is required to abide by the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act, 1976 PA 399.  As a condition of this, the City is required to test for Lead in its drinking water distribution system every three (3) years.  
Sampling is conducted at twenty (20) residential sites and those samples are analyzed by a State of Michigan Certified Drinking Water Laboratory.
Results are reported in parts per billion (ppb).  Those results are then forwarded to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) for evaluation. The results are also mailed to all twenty (20) occupants of the sample sites for their information, which is a condition of the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act.
The MDEQ reviews the data and establishes a 90th percentile number, which means that ninety percent (90%) of the sites tested are within the Action Level.
The Action Level for Lead in drinking water is fifteen (15) ppb which is also established by the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act.
The following table represents the City’s 90th percentile results for the years 2009, 2012 and 2015.
	Year of Sampling
	Action Level
	90th Percentile Lead Sampling Results (Albion)

	2009
	15 ppb
	0 ppb

	2012
	15 ppb
	0 ppb

	2015
	15 ppb
	0 ppb



The table above illustrates that the City of Albion’s Drinking Water is well within the guidelines of the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Standards.
Along with the required sampling, reporting and consumer notification the City of Albion also treats the drinking water with polyphosphate which helps prevent the leaching of metals away from distribution piping and household plumbing.
Albion’s most recent Water Quality Report (2014) noted that:
· Over the years we have dedicated ourselves to producing drinking water that meets all state and federal standards.
· We continually strive to adopt new methods for delivering the best quality drinking water.
· Albion’s water comes from two main groundwater wells and three back-up wells, each over 250 feet deep, drawing water from the Marshall-Sandstone formation.
· Albion makes continuous efforts to protect our sources through the Wellhead Protection Program.
Lead in Home Plumbing
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. The City of Albion is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. Residents are reminded, when your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
RESOURCES:
Parents can reduce a child’s exposure to lead in many ways. Here are some simple things that you can do to help protect our family:
1. Get Your Home Tested. If you live in a home built before 1987, you may want to consider getting a lead inspection.

2. Get Your Child Tested. If you suspect your child might be exposed to lead, talk to your doctor or health department about lead testing. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) covers testing for children on Medicaid, and local health departments offer free lead testing for all children.

3. Get the Facts. For more information, contact any of the following:

· Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at http://www.epa.gov/your-drinking-water . 

· The Michigan Department of Health & Human Services’ Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program offers information and programs on lead assessments and removal.  Information is available at www.michigan.gov/lead, 866.691.LEAD, or 888.322.4453.

· Michigan Lead Inspection Program – 866.691.5323 or www.michigan.gov/leadsafe - grants for up to $10,000 per unit in FREE work is provided for qualified residents (must have a child under 6 years old or pregnant female living in the home). Help is for Lead Hazard Control work, which may include new windows, doors, and special cleaning and painting. 

· For more information about Albion’s Water Quality report, or for any questions relating to your drinking water, please call Jim Lenardson, Director of Public Services at jlenardson@cityofalbionmi.gov or  (517) 629-5535.
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